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CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 

Office of the City Clerk 

Meeting of the North Adams City Council 

Tuesday, May 10, 2022 

7:30 PM 

MINUTES 

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council chambers. 

COUNCILORS PRESENT:  Councilors Barbeau, Blackmer, Bona, Harpin (remote), Obasohan, 

Oleskiewicz, Sapienza, Shade, and Wilkinson (remote); a quorum was present. 

A moment of silence was observed in honor of Joseph Cain, a teacher for the North Adams 

Public Schools. Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the President called for approval of the 

minutes for the meeting of April 26, 2022. On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded 

by Councilor Sapienza, the minutes were approved by unanimous yea vote. 

The President called for the hearing of visitors. 

Robert Smith, 163 North Street, discussed item 12,112. Mr. Smith mentioned that he was 

thrilled to see Mr. Vallieres being appointed as Assistant City Clerk. He mentioned that he has 

really gotten to know Mr. Vallieres over the past year and thought he would be a great asset to 

the City. 

Robert Cardamino, 173 East Quincy Street, discussed item 12,053. Mr. Cardamino mentioned 

that he believes there should be more speed monitoring by State Police. 

11,790 An ordinance to amend Section 10, entitled “Special Regulation” of Chapter 

Z of the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams regarding short 

term rentals. 

The President requested an update from the General Government Committee. 

Councilor Wilkinson provided an update. He mentioned that a meeting was held on April 29, 

2022 with himself, Mayor Macksey, Bill Meranti, and Zack Feury. After discussion of the 
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proposed ordinance, it was decided that it would be “sent” back to Zack Feury to draft a new 

proposed ordinance which will be presented at a future meeting.  

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, Seconded by Councilor Bona, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to postpone to the meeting of July 12, 2022. 

11,790-1 An ordinance amending Section 10, entitled “Special Regulations”, of 

Chapter Z of the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams. 

On the motion of Councilor Bona, Seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to postpone to the meeting of July 12, 2022. 

11,986 Communication from former Councilor Lamb to request a joint 

review of the concept of artistic crosswalk installations by the Traffic 

Commission and Public Arts Commission. 

Councilor Sapienza mentioned that there has not been a meeting held yet to further discuss this. 

On the motion of Councilor Bona, Seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to postpone until the meeting of June 28, 2022. 

12,051 Communication from Councilor Shade requesting City Ordinance 

Chapter 14, Section 14.2 Curfew be repealed. 

The President requested an update from the Public Safety Committee. 

Councilor Sapienza mentioned that a request was made to the City Solicitor to review the 

ordinance in full. An opinion was not provided from the solicitor as of yet. 

Councilor Shade mentioned that she does not believe an opinion from the solicitor is required to 

repeal this ordinance. She mentioned that she would not be in favor of postponing this and it 

should be voted on at this time. 

Councilor Bona mentioned that the reason an opinion should be requested from the solicitor is 

because there may be some Councilors that may not agree with the repeal of this ordinance. 

However, should the solicitor deem this ordinance as illegal, that would solve the issue. 

President Blackmer also noted that it would need to return on Ordinance Paper. 

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, Seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to postpone to the meeting of May 24, 2022. 

12,053 Communication from Councilor Oleskiewicz requesting a review of 
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the traffic issues in the area of the intersection of Hodges Cross 

Road. 

The President filed the communication without objection. 

The Mayor mentioned that the update was provided at the last meeting. 

Councilor Oleskiewicz mentioned the paper was filed because the Traffic Commission also filed 

the paper, and the state has corrected the traffic lights at the intersection. Additionally, he 

mentioned that there has been a high volume of State Police monitoring. 

Councilor Bona mentioned that the southern end of Walmart should be investigated due to 

serious accidents in the past. 

Councilor Sapienza mentioned that he was happy with the new light pattern of the lights and he 

believes it works well. 

12,112 Communication submitted by City Clerk Lyon recommending the 

appointment of Joshua Vallieres to the Assistant City Clerk position for 

a term to expire May 10, 2025. 

Councilor Sapienza congratulated Mr. Vallieres on his appointment. 

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, Seconded by Councilor Shade, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to confirm the appointment. 

12,116 Communication submitted by Councilor Barbeau regarding the 

discussion of Council Rule 12- Conduct of Members and 

Officials. 

The President filed the communication without objection. 

Councilor Barbeau mentioned that a number of her constituents have reached out expressing 

concerns with the conduct of the Council both in Chambers, as well as on social media. She 

mentioned that she felt the need to address this again, as she hopes the Council is able to come to 

some sort of resolution for this.  

Councilor Shade mentioned that she is working on drafting a Council Rule to be presented, 

hopefully, by the first meeting in June. 

Councilor Harpin thanked Councilor Barbeau for addressing this, as this is something that she 

brought up last June. She mentioned she hopes some sort of resolution can be found. 

Councilor Barbeau would like to encourage the Council to collectively work as a body. 

Councilor Obasohan mentioned that he would be willing to assist in incorporating this into the 

required training. 

Councilor Shade mentioned that she also though this would be something to add to the training. 
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President Blackmer mentioned that the former City Clerk mentioned in her inaugural speech 

about being respectful to each other. The Council needs to get used to disagreeing without taking 

it as a personal attack. 

Councilor Harpin mentioned that personal attacks should not be overlooked. 

Councilor Oleskiewicz mentioned that this goes both ways. He mentioned that the comments are 

being pointed to certain Councilors on the receiving end, but it goes both ways. He mentioned 

that there are comments in a chat room that most Councilors are blocked from. He mentioned 

that there should be a resolution, but these comments do go both ways. 

12,117 Mayor’s communication #57 recommending the appointment of James 

Holmes to the Windsor Lake Recreation Commission for a term to 

expire April 1, 2025. 

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, Seconded by Councilor Shade, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to approve the appointment. 

12,118 Mayor’s communication #58 recommending the appointment of Mary 

Scanlon to the Commission on Disabilities for a term to expire 

December 1, 2024. 

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, Seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to confirm the appointment. 

12,119 Mayor’s communication #59 providing notice that the FY2023 

budget proposal will be presented at the meeting of June 14, 2022. 

Councilor Bona mentioned that all of the Finance Committee meetings are posted. He is hoping 

that the meetings are kept to one hour. He mentioned that these meetings to attend to understand 

how funds are being spent, and where questions are being answered. 

Councilor Barbeau inquired about the use of the Owl and live use of the Owl. 

City Clerk Lyon confirmed that the Owl will be used. 

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, Seconded by Councilor Shade, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to postpone to the meeting of June 14, 2022. 

12,120 Mayor’s communication #60 providing notice that the FY2023 

Classification & Compensation plan will be presented at the meeting 

of May 24, 2022. 

On the motion of Councilor Shade, Seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to postpone to the meeting of May 24, 2022. 

12,121 Mayor’s communication #61 recommending the appointment of 

Ross Vivori to the North Adams Redevelopment Authority for a 

term to expire May 11, 2027. 
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On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, Seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to confirm the appointment. 

12,122 Mayor’s communication #62 recommending the appointment of 

Stephen Warley to the Tree Commission, to fill the unexpired term of 

Dianne Olsen, for a term to expire June 10, 2024. 

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, Seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to confirm the appointment. 

12,123 Mayor’s communication #63 presenting a proclamation in support 

of Mental Health Awareness Month. 

The President filed the communication without objection. 

The Mayor read the proclamation (attached). 

 The President called for Open Forum. 

  Robert Smith, 163 North Street, mentioned he was very disappointed with what is going on during 

Council. He mentioned there is no time for personal attacks or accusations. He mentioned this is 

unacceptable. 

  Robert Cardamino, 173 East Quincy Street, suggested that the City Clerk time speakers during open 

form. He mentioned that the past openings on Councilor were not filled correctly. 

Isaiah Moore, 43 Highland Avenue, mentioned that the voter registration for students at the college is 

not aligned with where mail is received and it can be confusing. He suggested that the City Clerk’s 

Office look into any possible changes to this. 

The President called for Mayor’s Updates. 

Hearing None. 

The President called for Committee Reports and Minutes. 

Hearing None. 

The President called for Liaison Updates. 

Hearing none. 

The President called for Councilor Updates. 

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, the meeting was 

adjourned at 8:13 pm. 
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A True Record 

Attest,  \Marcus J. Lyon 

City Clerk 



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 

Office of the Mayor 

Jennifer A. Macksey 

A Proclamation Declaring  

May of 2022 as 

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH 

WHEREAS mental health is important to our overall health and affects how we think, 

feel, act, and relate to others; and, 

WHEREAS good mental health is critical to the well-being of families, communities, 

schools, and businesses; and, 

WHEREAS mental health conditions are real and prevalent in our nation with 1 in 5 

people experiencing a mental illness during their lifetime; and 

WHEREAS all Massachusetts residents have experienced the effects of physical 

distancing, stress, and possibly more serious mental health challenges as a direct result of 

the Coronavirus pandemic; and 

WHEREAS stigma and fear of discrimination keep many who would benefit from mental 

health services from seeking help; and 

WHEREAS by working together we can raise awareness of mental illness, available 

resources, fight stigma, and provide support for those affected; and 

WHEREAS with effective treatment, individuals with mental illness can recover and lead 

full and productive lives; and, 

WHEREAS the City of North Adams is honored to take part in the annual observance of 

Mental Health Awareness Month to address the needs of individuals and their families 

affected by mental health illnesses.  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jennifer A. Macksey, Mayor, do hereby proclaim May 2022 as 

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH in the City of North Adams to promote 

mental health wellness and support prevention efforts.  

_______________________________ 

Mayor 


